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President’s Message

My initial thoughts upon taking on the Presidency
of the Chamber of Commerce this past year were:
"What did | get myself into?" But with each
meeting | attended and with each issue that was
brought forward, discussed and resolved, | became
very well aware of what | got myself into: The
Yorkton and District Chamber of Commerce is the
“wvoice of business in Yorkton" and we have had a
lot to "talk about"!

We have continued this past year to act as a liaison
between the business community and all orders of
government. From the city to the federal
government, we have continued to bring forward
issues that are important to our membership. The
Chamber's presence at all City Council meetings
helped the Board stay abreast of issues within the
city.

In April, the Chamber held very well attended,
informative conference, aimed to address the
housing shortage in Yorkton. By facilitating a
forum of this nature, with like-minded individuals,
all with the goal of minimizing the housing
shortage in our region, great connections were
made and progress will continue in this area.

The Employee Recognition evening held in May,
brought forward more nominations for Employee
of the Year, than ever before. The event
showcased phenomenal individuals who would be
welcome on any employer's team.

The Chamber Business Dinner gave our businesses
the opportunity to discuss issues facing their
respective businesses and industries directly with
government. Premier Brad Wall was encouraged
to invest in the Parkland region by providing the
funding needed for the College's Trades &
Technology Centre. Attention was also drawn to
the fact that our airport is in need of
improvements. Our "voices" were heard that
evening!

Qur Public Policy and Business Development
committees took care of business on a variety of
issues. One of the highlights was meeting with
BHP Billiton to discuss where the Chamber could
assist in ensuring that the proverbial "road is
paved" to the Yorkton-Melville area for a new
potash mine.

Dodores Harrls will complete her term os
President of the Chamber December 31

During the summer, the Chamber staff
endeavoured to reach out to our membership and
survey them in person. Members were asked such
guestions as: What has the Chamber meant to
them; what issues are they facing; and how could
the Chamber assist? This exercise proved to be
very enlightening and mutually gratifying. | hope
this is something the staff will continue to do in
future years.

As President of the Chamber of Commerce, | want
to personally thank Juanita Polegi, the Executive
Director for her dedication, organization and
passion for the Chamber. 5She truly has been the
glue that has held the Chamber together this past
year. Thank you also to Sherry MacDonald,
Director of Marketing and Administration for her
contributions to making the office run smoothly,
for getting the invoices collected on time and for
always having a cheerful smile for the Chamber
members when they visited the office or attended
a Chamber function. And thank you to the Board
of Directors for making my term as Chamber
President a memorable, rewarding and positive
experience. You have been a great group to work
with. Thank you for making my job easy.

Season's Greetings to Everyone! May the Wonder
and Peace of Christmas be yours this holiday

geason. Stay safe and have a terrific New Year!
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Contact the Yorkton CES Office

. Recruit new staff into your business Business Phone Systems INDUSTRIAL

= Advertise youwr job vacancies on saskjobs.ca
* Ostain labour market information

306) 786-1354 Saskatoon Regina
york tmi.cal?ma ski@gov.sk.ca b aas 363-2445 Proud to be part of the
R Yorkton Business Community!
saskjobs:a

real careers. real Me. www.choicetelnetworks.com www.emw.ca | 306-782-4945

Safely Providing Quality Services

Welcome New Members to the
Yorkton Chamber of Commerce

sangsters Serby Incorporated PWA Engineering Lrtd.
277 Broadway St East Box 1325 524 Broadway St West
Yorkton, SK Yorkton, SK Yorkton, SK
Health & Weilness Producis Consultant Electrical Consulting Engineers
Box Office West Ticketing System Inc. Zabaraschuk Engineering Company
204 57 Russell Drive 524 Broadway Street West
Yorkton, SK Yorkton, SK
Chiline and Box Office Tickering for Evenis Mechanical Consulting Engineer

If vou are interested in becoming a Chamber Member, please contact the Chamber affice at 783-4368.

YOUR MEMBER FIRST REFERRAL
November - 2011

Ottenbreit Sanitation * Comfort Inn + D’s Signs and Designs + Harvest Meats + Blaze Locksmith
Lints International = Yorkton This Week + Subway + Quiznos * The News Review + Boston Pizza + Mano's Restaurant
The York House * Wander's Sweet Discoveries * Memories to Last a Lifetime + Saddles & Steel + National Bank
Sharp Automotive * Rusnak Insurance + Thrifty Mamas « Pretty Face Make Up Studio + Under the Covers
Yorkton Vitamin Centre * Zekes * SecwrTek * HomeTown Source for Sports + Finishing Touch + Brendonn Holdings
Godirey Dean Art Gallery + Gallagher Centre + St Gerard’s Hall « Panted Hand Casino
Bonsal's Appliance Repair = Zekes « Canadian Tire + Walmart

Just to mention a few . . .

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE YORKTON CHAMBEROF COMMERCE,
PLEASE VISIT OUR. WEBSITE AT YORKTONCHAMBER. COM

BOOKSTORE & BOUTIGUE - gt Jackpots
BUY-SELL-TRADE Eﬁﬂﬂ” T oLt * Live Table Games
Good quality used books 2 i

.:H"_gqm;pﬁ'rs & MATERNITY - Tadinines o Bosiness & Direlasii * Free Shuttle

THRIFTY MAMAS vf Ly - Progresss

Service
CONSIGNMENT el Business (rechnology, supenvisor raining, etc.) :

22 - 2nd Avenue North ;A % Industry {trades entry & updaling, safety training, etc,)
Yorkton, SK S3N 162 {8 & | Cuslomized Options and Orvsite Delbvery (306) 786-6777

(306)702-4424 i : \
thriftymamas@live.ca : A \ N s YORKTON’S =1 ENTERTAINMENT SPOT




We connect buyers
to your business 24/7
anytime, anywhere, anyhow.

Call 1,800,667 8201 teday or visit

directwest.com for mare information. = oo desae

A couple of new faces will be at the
Chamber Board table in 2012! The
Chamber was pleased with the slate of 10
candidates who put forward their names
for the 8 positions on the Board. New to
the Board are Susan Stewardson of the
Scotiabank and Carol Yaholnitsky of Good
Spirit Air Service. Welcome to Susan and
Carol. Both ladies are serving their first two
year term as Director.

Returning to the Board are Dick DeRyk,
Brent Murdock, Chad Hilton, Tom Seeley,
Robby Bear, and Doug Kitsch. They will join
those Directors serving the second year of
their term including Ron Irvine, Amie
Zamonsky, Ryan Hoffman, Cassidy
Westberg, Corey Werner and Dolores
Harris.

Retiring from the Board are Ron Evinou and
Lawrence Wegner. Ron joined the Board in
January 2006 and served 3 consecutive
terms as Director. Ron served on a variety
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L] FINANCIAL GROUP
Insurance & Financial Services

2 Broadway 3tE | Yorkton | 306-782-2275

Ron Evinouw
completed 3 terms
as Director

Lawrence Wegner
completed 2 terms
on the Board

of committees and the Executive.
Lawrence Wegner joined the Board in
January 2007. He served 2 terms as a
Director. Lawrence was also on a variety of
committees and was President in 2010. He
was Past President in 2011.

STAMATINOS LELAND CAMPBELL LLP
Lawyers

dokln L. Stamatinos 0.0,
Richard A. Lelamd GF.C
Cymthia A, Mijesen
Dioreen K. Clark

Thomas F Campbell
Domna L. Taylor
Kyls M. Eitfert
Christina Rosowsky

YORKTON QFFICE
3 - 4ih Avenue North ¢ Yorkion, SH * S3N 2V7
Fhone: (306) TE3-E541  Fax: (300) TEG-T454

RAMSACK OFFICE
445 Second Streat * Hamaack, 5K » 50A 150
Phons: (306) 5422648 Fax: (304) 5428510

Upcoming Dates
to Remember

December 5

Voting for the Yorkton's entry into the Aviva
Community Fund begins
www.avivacommunityfund.org

December 31 - 2011
City of Yorkton Business
Licenses expire.

Time to rensw!

January 11, 2012

Chamber Breakfast

and Induction of Board Members.
7:30 am. Location and Guest Speaker
to be announced. Watch for emails,

March 31
Deadline for renewing City of
Yorkton Business Licenses.

On behalf of the Chamber members,
Directors and Staff, thank you Ron and
Lawrence for interest and commitment to
the Chamber of Commerce. Your
contributions to the Chamber are greatly
appreciated!

+ To Saskatchewan East Enterprise Region (SEER) on receiving 2 Economic

Development Awards of Excellence from the Sask Economic Development Association
(SEDA) for the 2010 TransACTIONS conference. The conference was recognized for its

great success in bringing together a cross section of both Aboriginal and Non-
Aboriginal Individuals and in providing a rare networking opportunity.
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FASKATCHEWAMN CEAST EMTERPRISE REGIOHN
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PARKERQUINE LLP
Chartered Accounmians Busingss ddvisors
SERVING YORKTON & AREA WITH SERVICES IN:

* Personal, Corporate = Audit Services
& Farm Tax * Apoounting Serices
* Financlal Statements  * Data Processing

783-8531

Fa: FEG-8414

41 Broadway Wesdl, Yorkion, 5K
woww. parkerquine.ca

)

Cify Councillors:
Les Armnelien, Boss Fisher,
Bob Makoney, Richard Okrainec

Larry Pearen, Chris Wyatt

Tel: (306) T86-1701
Faor (306) T85-6880

Small mayoriphyronklon. o

Harvest
Meats

Sinoo 1828

Weve earned our rq;luhl:im ns the
Premiere Quality Sausage Manufactuarer
In Saskatchewan'

PH: (306) TA3.9446 « FAN: (306) THI-G298
T':}LL FHE E: 1 rE[:':I'!EE_-II 1 1 495‘ e Mk SE . B2
504 YORK ROAD WEST - YORKTON, SK ~ 53N 2V&



We now offer
municipal,
business & ag
equipment leasing.
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Credit Unron

WA, COMErstoneou.com

783-9433

FARRELL

AGENCIES LTD.

Hours:
Monday ta Friday T am - 6 pm
Saturday 9 am - 4 pm

Yorkton's Leading
Locally Owned Pro
and A Insurance er
41 West Broadway - Yerkion

783- 44??

dirve Rima, deree oyl B oonles

BEUSMNARKR BALACKO
KACHUR RUSNAK
Barristers & Solicivars

WAYKE M. RUSNAR, Q.C
EOMALD J. BALACKD, BA .,
B.COMM (Hems ) LLE
EANDY E KACHUE, Q.C
DAVID K. RUSKAK B.A . LLB
HSHANE B. WAGNER. LLB

T Broadway Siraet Eaze
PO Baz 1148, Yerbiea, Sk GAN 2X1

Telephome: (306 TEIE51
Faerimile: (306) TEI08E
CANORA: [306) 563 4408
E-muil: sbkrio rbksiaw. com

MAKE EVERY
SALE COUNT!

Low Merchant Discount Rates

for
Members of the
Yorkton Chamber of Commerce

VISA .

Contact Jan Fluter
Sales Exmeuthve - Bc.ﬁin Saskatchewan
TD Mewchard Sendces

Phone: (306) 501-7451
Email: janet.tluter@td.com
Fax: 1 (B66) 231-6224

The Year in Review

While visiting a number a businesses this past summer,
it was suggested that the Chamber "blow its own
horn® and tell the membership more often about the
activities in which it has been involved. With this the
last issue of the Courier in 2011, and with the 2012
membership dues soon arriving in mailboxes, this
seems a good time to do that.

The Chamber has 16 Directors. Each Director serves on
at least one of the Chamber's Standing Committees -
Executive, Business Development, Events, Marketing
and Public Policy. In 2011 a special Governance
Committee was formed to review the Constitution and
Bylaws,

Executive Committes

* Consists of the President, Executive Vice President,
1st, 2nd & 3rd Vice Presidents and the Past
President.

*  Two primary purposes: 1) Supervises the Executive
Director and 2) Able to make decisions on behalf of
the Board between regular Board meetings.

#  Met with MP Garry Breitkreuz to discuss the
importance of the Yorkton Airport and Parkland
College. Also discussed with him the need for
changes in federal taxation on rental housing
properties in order to ensure sufficient housing is
available not only in the city but the constituency.

* Met with City Council to discuss business
development and community needs.

Business Development Committee
+  Ensures Yorkton offers and maintaing a "business
friendly" environment,

+  Met with BHP Billiton to discuss what the company
needs in Yorkton and area if a mine is developed in
the area.

+ Partnered with a company to offer Customer
Service seminars.

* Presented the Housing Conference in April.

Events Committee

+ Planned the Emplovee Recognition Event in May.

* Planned the Chamber Business Dinner in
September.

¢+ Planning the Celebrate Success Awards Gala in
March 2012,

Marketing Committee

* QOpened facebook and twitter accounts for the
Chamber.

On behalf of the 2010
Board and Staff of the
Yorkton Chamber of
Commerce, we wish

you a safe and happy
heliday season!

=  Developing an updated look for the Chamber.

Public Policy Committee

* Develops and recommends to the Chamber Board
position statements on selected municipal &/for
provincial issues affecting the local business
COMPURTY.

* Met with City's Director of Finance for an update
on the 2011 city budget and assessment rates.

* Letter sent to SAMA asking that the interval
between assessment periods be shortened.

« On behalf of a member business, mediated a
dispute between the business and the city.

* A member of the committee is the Chamber's rep
on the Steerimg Committee for the Official
Community Plan.

+ Met with the RCMP to discuss policing concerns in
the city.

+ Two letters sent to the Federal Minister of Human
Resources & Skills Development Canada regarding
the process and procedures surrounding the
Canada Summer Jobs program.

= All Candidates' Election Forums held during both
the Federal and Provincial elections

* Prior to the Provincial election, proposed a number
of issues facing both the Province and City and
asked the membership to select the top 3 for each
area.

Other

¢ Held a Debate about the future of the Canadian
Wheat Board.

* Partners with a number of businesses and
organizations in delivering events and information
to the community.

+* Someone from the Chamber attended each City
Council meeting.

* Provide loans to small businesses through the
small Business Loans Association.

* Produce 11 editions of the Courier and update the
Chamber’s facebook page.

The 2012 Board of Directors will meet early in January
to determine its main priorities and strive to achieve
results in those areas.
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